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REPORT OF THE EWL General Assembly 2009 -

Issue-group: Women´s sexual and reproductive health and rights in the EU and the impact of religion, June 27
Proposing organizations:

· The Swedish Women´s Lobby

· University Women of Europe

· Portuguese Platform for Women´s Rights

· National Women´s Council of Ireland

· Polish Women´s Lobby

· Slovak Women’s Lobby

Participants (see list)
Summary of the presentations and discussions
· Eva Fager made an introduction giving the background of the issue group,. She stressed the religious conservative impact on both national and European levels that violates women’s rights. She also addressed new issues brought forward due to immigration.
· Colette De Troy presented the EWL position papers on “Women’s Sexual Rights” and “Religion and Women’s Rights”. Some main points of the papers are:
· Definition of sexual rights

· Role of the EWL

· Situation in Europe

· Recommendations

The papers can be found on the EWL’s website. They are useful papers as it is a strength for EWL to have clear positions on these issues. But it is important to understand that coordinations are important for legislation on these issues.

· Ewa Larsson presented the report “Change, the influence of religion on the human rights of women within the EU”. The report is built on 4 questions posed both to the governments in the Members States and to the coordinations organisations. The governments and the NGOs put forward different opinions on the situation in the report. Ewa Larsson pointed out that the report should be used for discussions on what to do since one interesting result is the diverse interpretations of legislations on one hand and the reality for women in the other hand. http://www.gronakvinnor.se/Change%204.pdf
· Comments were made by the proposing organization of their view upon the subject and situation (Portugal, Ireland, Poland, Slovakia and the University Women in Europe).
Interesting information was put forward though very often discouraging; for instance both Poland and Slovakia used their achieved freedom to immediately put forward acts on abortion to reduce the freedom for women.

We then split into 3 Group discussions and here are the recommendations from our joint efforts on important issues and actions to be taken: 
RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Women’s sexual and reproductive rights (SRR) should be top priority in all members organisations

2. UN Conventions on women’s human rights are not implemented in the EU. The EWL should push all members’ states to implement obligations. The working group on Women’s SRR should formulate an inclusive platform on these issues, not using a pro-life language. The EWL should address the Spanish Presidency and their activities on Beijing +15 and the Madrid Forum on that issue. Every national coordination should: a) go through international conventions such as the right of the Child, ESC rights, CEDAW, etc. putting forward the legal approach for women’s rights and look what treaties are signed, what are the reservations; b) the EWL should go through all cases in the ECHR dealing with SRR.
3. A standing report on these issues should be presented by EWL – perhaps with other organisations – presenting real figures on abortion, real narratives, promoting honesty and not hypocrisy.

4. The rights of migrants women has to be addressed since they often don’t have the same rights. All organisations at national level should work with migrant women’s organisations/networks to map the situation and take due action.

5. To facilitate a dialogue and support the work at local level, EWL should form a project on research on attitudes and their background. High level academic discourse.

6. Strategies and alliances with professionals should be developed using good examples from different countries. EWL could collect the experiences from the national organisations.

7. Sexual education should be mandatory in all members states. It is a call in the position paper but we now need campaigns on that.

8. A core issue is to counterbalance the patriarchal religious institutions; the EWL and national organisations should find allies among politicians to put pressure on women’s human rights.

9. The connection between economic growth (social welfare) and reproductive rights should strategically be put in the Lisbon process (access to sexual services for all)  by the EWL and at national level. EWL should make an input into the Roadmap.

10. EWL should launch a campaign “This body is mine” with female artist.

11. A calendar on the same topic (this body is mine) should be produced; could be a 3 years calmendar with material from all MS. In the calendar, women should be presented as subject not the object of the patriarchal eye. The sales of the calendar could help the EWL to handle the deficit problem.
Finally, a slogan for all our work on SRR: “Women’s human rights are the same even if you cross a border though God’s opinion might differ”.
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